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21 April 2021 

Forrestania Nickel Drilling  

• Evaluation of historic results in conjunction with recent geophysical 
surveys, together with a review and refinement of geophysical models 
and anomalies – completed 

• Four diamond drill holes planned to test nickel targets, approvals received, and drill rig 
contracted for June 2021 

• Exploration being planned and managed by Newexco Exploration Pty Ltd. Geoscientists 
from Newexco played important roles in the discovery of Flying Fox Deeps and Spotted 
Quoll at Forrestania 

Hannans Ltd (ASX:HNR) is pleased to update shareholders on exploration at its 100% owned 
Forrestania Nickel Project (“FNP”), located approximately 120km south of Southern Cross and 80km 
east of Hyden, in the Goldfields region of Western Australia (refer page 3 for regional map and page 
4 for project map). 

Consultants Newexco Exploration have recently completed an evaluation of Hannans historic 
exploration results and recent geophysical surveys at the FNP. The evaluation facilitated a 
comprehensive review and refinement of the existing geophysical models and anomalies that may 
represent conductors hosting nickel mineralisation. This disciplined process enabled the planning of 
four diamond drill holes to test four separate targets located within the Western and Mid-Western 
Ultramafic sequences (refer page 2 for table showing target IDs and target explanations, page 4 for 
project map showing target locations, and pages 5 – 6  highlighting target EM plates to be drill 
tested). The targets will be tested with diamond drilling in June 2021.  

It is important to reflect on why Forrestania is an attractive region to be targeting nickel sulphide 
mineralisation. The ultramafic belts at Forrestania host some of the most attractive nickel sulphide 
deposits in Australia and possibly the world. Its nickel sulphide endowment is remarkable having four 
mines with two open pits and nickel sulphides persisting beyond 1 km depth1. All the mineralised 
belts that host the mines, resources, and prospects at Forrestania are represented within the Hannans 
ground package, particularly the Western Ultramafic belt that contains the highest-grade nickel 
deposits. It is principally for these reasons that Hannans persists with its methodical exploration 
process targeting a new nickel sulphide discovery.2 

This ASX announcement has been authorised for release by Damian Hicks, Executive Director.  

For further information please contact: 

Damian Hicks  
Executive Director  

 
1 Refer Appendix 1 for a list of producing mines, past producers, significant resources, and significant prospects. 
2 Refer Appendix 2 for phases of nickel exploration completed by Hannans at Forrestania 
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Table 1: Completed and Planned 3rd Phase of Exploration  

Task Target 
ID 

Planned Hole 
ID 

Next Step 

Evaluate NA NA Evaluate historic results in conjunction with recent geophysical 
and drilling results - completed. 

Review NA NA Review and refine geophysical models and anomalies - 
completed. 

Drill Test A1 FSDD076 FSRC061 - High conductance off-hole anomaly to be tested at 
depth of approximately 250m. 

Drill Test C4 FSDD062 FSRC062 - Deepen hole with diamond drilling to hit 
geophysical conductor at 200-250m depth. 

Drill Test B3 FSDD068 FSRC068 - Hole ended in ultramafics, deepen hole to test basal 
ultramafic contact, carry out DHEM to refine off-hole 
conductor below and north of FSRC068. 

Drill Test B5 FSDD075 FSRC070 - Drill new hole to test DHEM off-hole conductor 
south of existing hole FSRC070. 

Re-
Prioritise 

  Check and re-prioritise anomalies that nestle within or 
alongside stratigraphic conductors (mainly sulphidic) as many 
of the Forrestania deposits are closely allied or in direct contact 
with sulphidic horizons. Examples are (in diminishing order of 
importance/association): Flying Fox, Spotted Quoll, Cosmic 
Boy, Beautiful Sunday, Digger Rocks, Seagull, Purple Haze and 
Liquid Acrobat. 
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Figure 1 Regional location map showing major nickel mines and nickel deposits. Hannans Forrestania Nickel Project shaded in red. 
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Figure 2 Project location map showing major nickel mines and nickel deposits (owned by Western Areas Ltd). The location of Hannans 
four diamond drill holes is shown by the tags B3, C4, A1 and B5. 
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Figure 3: Cross section facing north, showing Target ID C4 

 

Figure 4 Cross section facing north, showing Target ID B3 
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Figure 5 Longitudinal section facing east, showing Target ID B5 

 

Figure 6 Cross section facing north, showing Target ID A1 
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Appendix 1 

Producing mines*  

Flying Fox Producing mine (WSA) and past producer (Outokumpu), several million tonnes of high 
grade and significant tonnes of disseminated nickel sulphides in Western Ultramafic 
Belt. Ore grade material is more than 100,000 nickel metal tonnes. 

Spotted Quoll Producing mine (WSA), high grade nickel sulphides in Western Ultramafic Belt. Ore 
grade material is more than 100,000 nickel metal tonnes. 

Cosmic Boy: Past producer with high grade disseminated and matrix nickel sulphides in the Eastern 
Ultramafic belt, Outokumpu mined 1.8 Mt @ 2.0% Ni from two mineralized horizons. 

Digger Rocks Past producer in the Eastern Ultramafic belt, Outokumpu mined 1.3 Mt @ 1.5% Ni from 
the open pit and 380,000 tonnes @ 2.0% Ni from underground. Diggers South remains 
unmined containing 3.0 Mt @ 1.5% Ni 

Significant resources* 

New Morning Massive and disseminated sulphides in Western Ultramafic Belt under evaluation by 
WSA. Massive sulphides 481kt @ 3.4% Ni and lower grade including disseminated of 
5.1Mt @ 1.3% Ni. 

Beautiful 
Sunday 

Matrix and disseminated sulphides in Western Ultramafic Belt just south of Hannans 
Tenements. The resource here is 480,000 tonnes @ 1.4% Ni. 

Purple Haze Disseminated sulphides in Eastern Ultramafic Belt Resources of 560,000 tonnes @ 0.9% 
Ni 

Seagull  Disseminated and matrix sulphides in Eastern Ultramafic Belt, Outokumpu estimated 
resources of 200,000 tonnes @ 2.0% Ni. 

Significant prospects* 

South Ironcap Disseminated and cloud sulphide in Eastern Ultramafic Belt. Intersections of 35m @ 
0.7% Ni. 

Liquid Acrobat Disseminated and matrix to semi-massive sulphide in Eastern Ultramafic Belt, best 
intersection is 54m @ 0.85% Ni. 

Fireball  Disseminated and semi massive-sulphide in Eastern Ultramafic Belt. Intersections of 3m 
@ 4.5% Ni and 25m @ 0.9% Ni. 

Mount Hope Disseminated and cloud sulphide in Eastern Ultramafic Belt, no known resource. 

 
Information on these mines, resources and prospects is taken from publicly available information, and they 
are not owned by Hannans Ltd. 
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Appendix 2 

 

Phase Explanation 

Detailed 
Review 

Review of all Hannans Forrestania Tenements with the emphasis on generating nickel 
sulphide targets. A geological-geochemical review and a geophysical review evaluated 
past work and recommended targeting bedrock geophysical anomalies mainly within the 
Western Ultramafic belts. Prospects and anomalies were visited on the ground to ground-
truth geochemical and geophysical anomalies.  

1 A stage-one drilling programme drilled FSRC060-FSRC066 testing these targets and 
intersected sulphides but no significant nickel sulphide intersections.  Of the seven holes 
drilled, two holes were surveyed using DHEM which resulted in an off-hole anomaly 
warranting follow-up in one. 

2 Ground geophysical surveys employing Moving Loop and Fixed Loop electromagnetics 
were carried out in areas previously untested. Prospects and anomalies were visited on the 
ground to check out geochemical and geophysical anomalies, two areas were sampled by 
soil sampling. Seven holes FSRC067-FSRC073 were drilled targeting bedrock geophysical 
conductors and one geology-geochemical target. One lithium dedicated hole FSRC074 
was drilled. Encouraging nickel-copper values were intersected in ultramafic rocks along 
the Western Ultramafic Belts. DHEM was undertaken which confirmed that most of the 
geophysical anomalies were intersected by drilling and several new targets were generated 
that warrant further follow-up. 

3 Historic results were evaluated in conjunction with recent geophysical and drilling results 
Geophysical models and anomalies were reviewed and refined. Diamond drill testing of 
four targets within the Western and Mid-Western Ultramafic sequence is contracted to 
commence in June 2021. 

 
Competent Person 
 

The information in this document that relates to exploration results at Forrestania is based on information 
compiled by Adrian Black, a Competent Person who is a Member of the AIG (1364). Adrian Black is a 
consultant to Hannans Ltd and its subsidiary companies. Adrian Black has sufficient experience, which is 
relevant to the style of mineralisation and types of deposits under consideration and to the activity which has 
been undertaken to qualify as a Competent Person as defined in the 2012 edition of the Australasian Code 
for Reporting of Exploration Results, Mineral Resources and Ore Reserves (JORC Code). 
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